
  

An Evening with Janet Klees 

The Surrey/Delta/White Rock and the Upper Fraser Community Councils                                 
will be co-hosting this community event  

When Families Come Together 
This session will explore ways to draw on and draw out the power of families coming together 
in a principled, committed framework that will stand the test of time and circumstance. 
Through stories and examples, the presentation will clarify the conditions and supports in 
which families and family groups can most easily grow and thrive. We will touch on both what 
families need to work out for themselves (principles) as well as the supports and resources 
that ought to be externally available. This session will draw on a broader range of experiences 
from across Canada and also around the world, including DAFRS, the current family resource 
and support organization with which Janet is currently involved. 
There will be enough time for questions and answers. 

 
Seating is limited so please register for this session by October 19th, 2016.  
 
Light refreshments will be served. 
 
 

 

 
 

When: 
Tuesday, October 25th, 2016 
 
Time: 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Where: 
Christian Life Assembly 
Church 
21277 – 56 Avenue 
Langley, BC   V2Y 1M3 

To register, please: 
 

E-mail us at:  surrey@communitylivingbc.ca 

Or call us at:  604-501-8310  
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Janet Klees 
has been involved in the lives of people with disabilities, their families, 

and allies in community for over 30 years. Janet is the Executive Director 

of the Durham Association for Family Respite Services which is a values-

based organization which provides a range of resources and supports to 

families as they plan and develop individualized lifestyle arrangements in 

community for and with their family members. 

Previously, Janet was a coordinator with the family-governed Deohaeko Support Network for over 20 years – 

almost from its beginnings when families designed and built a 105-unit housing co-operative which seven of 

their sons and daughters with disabilities now call home, and from which they live typical and full lives in 

community. 

Janet’s work centers on individually-designed arrangements and she is especially concerned that families are 

well-supported to think through practical, principled ways to ensure that their family members live meaningful, 

involved and secure lives within their communities. Most of Janet’s ideas arise from strong day-to-day practice. 

Rooted in this experience, Janet presents, consults and teaches across Canada and in Holland, Ireland, 

Australia, New Zealand, the United States and other countries around the world – though on a smaller scale 

these days! She is the author of three books which are directly rooted in the Deohaeko experience, (We Come 

Bearing Gifts; Our Presence has Roots; Deohaeko Decades) and which are now sold around the world to present 

the unique options of this family group. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


